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G)d designed the church. He is the Author and the Architect. He is the
ounder aswell as the Foundation. When God raises up anew assembly it isabeautiful and sweet thing.
“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good.”

From the original group that spilled out of the upper room into Jerusalem, the New Testament Church thrived
as it hived-off again and again and spread across the world. There are six important elements that make an
assembly authentic and healthy. This short study examines the original paradigm as found in Acts Chapter
Two.

“And they continued steadfastly in the Apostle’ s doctrine, and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers.” (Acts2:42). Many seefour elements, | seesix. | seefaithfulnessin the beginning and fruit at the end.
Oneof these dealswith the heart and the other with the harvest. We enter the church when we are born again.
Conversion is not the same as commitment, but it is clear that until we make a commitment faith remains an
academic thing rather than actual. Likewise, being part of alocal assembly involves a measure of faith and
commitment to a particular work, group, or gathering which makes one part of that body. When commitment
wanes | worry about a marriage, or afootball team, and to this we might well add the assembly. An assembly
isagroup of believers committed to Christ and the growth and spiritual health of one another.

I end with fruit. A healthy specimen can reproduce. God isresponsiblefor spiritual and physical conceptions,
but people have their part in both. | hope that focusing on these six main elements will encourage the church
and each of its members.

The Faithful.
And they continued steadfastly.

We cannot continue what we have not begun. The church and the Christian each hasits Genesis. The church
if anything is a community of the faithful. Each member of the body has begun ajourney that began with a
positive response to the injunction of Jesus to “follow” Him. Of all the things the universal church hasin
common, thisis the common denominator: follow Jesus.

Andrew, Peter, Matthew, John each “ continued steadfastly.” This can be called “faithfulness.” When we
come to the place where we find we can believe in Jesus, it iscalled faith. When we come to the place where
God cantrust us, itiscalled faithfulness. It isthe faithfulness, it isthe continuing that holds the church and the
Christian life together with akind of spiritual glue some might call grace. Colossians 1:17 gives credit where
creditisdue. ItisChrist who “holdsthingstogether,” but that isfrom heaven’ s perspective. For our part, there
must be faithfulness. The church involves commitment.

“And they continued steadfastly” is at the heart of every successful story. Many pages of the ship’s log of
Christopher Columbus seem uneventful and perhaps boring as it contained a simple and repetitive entry
“continued westward.” Day after day on the empty and open sea Columbus simply “continued.” In so doing he
made history.

The freshman class of every university isthelargest. The senior classisthe smallest. Many never finish what
they start. Inmillions of dark closetsthere are silent guitars, purchased with good intentions by someone who
wanted to make music. For a million different reasons now it sits abandoned by people who never followed
through and learned to play. Living the Christian lifeislearning to “play,” and that requires commitment and
someone who will *continue steadfastly.” Not everyone continues. Paul said, “ Demas has forsaken me.”
(2Tim 4:10).



Worse than un-played guitars, there are many sad cases of individuals who said they wanted to “follow Jesus,”
but for some reason (too many to mention) have given up and quit. “ From that time many of his disciples went
back, and walked no more with him” (Jn. 6:66). Itispointlessto discussif these were“really” disciples or not.
No one but God is able to measure or weigh men’s hearts. That is a science too spiritually complicated for
mortals. “And they continued steadfastly...” It is enough to know that the they of Acts 2:42 were thereal and
genuine. It is up to me to make sure that | am real and genuine. It is ours to make sure that we simply
“continue.”

No one should be under the illusion that “continuing steadfastly” is going to be easy. Just read and witness
what happened to those who tried. They were persecuted, hated, rejected, some arrested, and some killed.
There will be, said Jesus many “false professors.” We do not follow them because we do not follow men. We
follow Jesus. Those who follow Him make up the real church, but even they really cannot be counted on this
side of the finish line. Those who “ endure to the end shall be saved” (Matt. 24:13).

Now before anyone panics or beginsto despair about “enduring,” let usbe clear that “ continuing steadfastly” is
not “will power” as much as God's power. Paul said “ Being confident of this very thing, that he who hath
begun a good work in you will performit until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). Then he goesonto explain
how Grace and the Christian lifeworks. “ For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of hisgood
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). If you could look under the hood (so to speak) of a Christian life, you would seethat it
isnot “you,” but “ Christ inyou” that isthe hope of glory.

A New Testament Church isan assembly of believerswho have begun and, in faithfulness, continue steadfastly.
Have you made such a commitment? Have you stepped out to follow Jesus and found yourself along side
otherswho also are following him? Have you joined the Ekklasia (the called out assembly) leaving the ways of
the world to follow Christ unto the world to come? Have you cometo the placein your life where you can fully
place your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ? That isfaith. Can

He trust me? That requires faithfulness. The Bible tells us what they were specifically faithful in: Doctrine,
Felowship, Breaking of Bread and in Prayer. For these God is looking for faithful men (2Tim. 2:2). Without
faithful men the local church will not continue.

Look up the following verses and answer the questions.

1. The Church has been blessed with many good and gifted leaders. Denominations aresometimes born when
men follow men (even good men). Who do we follow? (John 1:37).

2. How does every Christian life and journey begin? (John 1:43).
3. The Christian lifeis a spiritual endeavor. From whereisits origin? (John 1:12-13)
4. How does Paul describe the Christian life and responsibility in 1Cor. 4:1-2?

5. What isthe spiritual counsel Paul giveto Timothy inthefollowing verses? 2Tim. 3:14; 4:1-7; 1Tim 6:10-
12.
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The Faith

“ And they continued steadfastly in the Apostle' s doctrine.”

Thisreferstowhat wecall “the Faith.” The Faith hereisnot quitethe sameas“faith,” if by “faith” we mean our
response and acceptance of the grace of God. “The Faith” hereisrather the body of truth upon which our faith
isfounded. Our faith rests and is built upon “the faith.” The body of truth called the “ Apostle's doctrine” is
simply the Word of God. “ Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).

This is important because Christianity cannot rest on “feelings’ or “sentiment.” The Christian life simply
believes God's word. Therefore it becomes the believer’s passion, it becomes faith's passion to hear God's
word, embrace it, and stand on it.

Thelast words of the Lord Jesusto the New Testament Church wereto “ Go ye ther efore and teach all nations,”
that isto “ make disciplesof all nations.” We have been commissioned to both keep and deliver God’ sword to
the world.

For the believer the “word” is everything. What air is to the lungs, what food is to the stomach, the word isto
faith. Thewordiseverything. “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was
God.” Beforethere was anything, there wasthe Word. Jesus said “ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). The Word is the beginning and the end. The Word is Jesus.

The “ Word became flesh and dwelt among us...” (Jn. 1:14). The New Testament is the account and story of
what people did withthe Word. Itisassimpleasthat. Some believed, received and followed the Word. Others
ignored, rebelled, rejected it, and tried to erase the Word. The Word lived on earth for some thirty years and
then gathered around Himself disciples. He gave them HisWord. He said “ It isthe Spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” (In. 6:63). When
multitudes found the demands of following Christ too difficult and were more interested in their stomachs than
their souls they rejected Jesus. At thisimportant juncture of His

ministry He turned to His disciples and asked, “ Will ye also go away?” Peter responded by touching the heart
of theissue. He said, “ Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou has the words of eternal life.”

Peter understood that it wasthe “words’ that captured him, it wasthe “words’ that fueled hisfaith. Everything
is determined by our response to the Word of God. This sheds light on the meaning and significance of an
important principle pulsing like a heartbeat in the New Testament Church: “ They continued steadfastly in the
Apostle' sdoctrine.” The “doctring” is what we believe. What we believe isthe Word of God.

The early church wasfaithful to gather together around the word of God. At theend of hislife Paul said“ | have
fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith.” He did not say, “I have kept my faith.”
That istoo subjective. | am not quite sure what hisor “your” faithis. | do, on the other hand, have no question
about what “the faith” is. | must keep God' s word. | must keep the faith.

The faith involves what the word says about life. In His prayer after the Last Supper, Jesus said to the Father,
“|1 have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them.” (Jn. 17:8) Again,
everything depends on what we do with the Word. Do we receiveit, believeit, obey it, or not?

The church is a group of people who have received it, believed it, love it, liveit, and declareit. Jesus said “ If
you love me, keep my commandments.” (In. 14:15). Paul told Timothy to “ Study to show thyself approved unto



God , a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2Tim. 2:15). And also
that, “ All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, for correction, for
instruction, in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”
(2Tim. 3:16-17).

Doctrineis not a dusty, dead or lifeless thing when it is seen as the Word of God. It becomes dead when too
much of men’sword’'s are mixed in with it. A New Testament Church is one in which large portions of God’
word is served up and taught rather than the spiritually empty words and ideas of man. Faith wantsto know one
thing, “what does God say?’

1. Notice the advice Paul gave to ayoung preacher named Timothy. What was it? (2Tim. 4:2-5).

2. How is“faith” somewhat different than “the faith?” (Rom. 10:17).

3. Notice Mary’s response and Peter’s response to Christ’s word. How were they the same? (Lk. 1:38; Lk.
5:5).

4. What is the right response to hearing of the word of God? (James 1:22; Acts 2:41; John 2:5).

5. If doctrine means teaching what should the Church be doing? (Eph. 4:11)




The Family
“ and fellowship”

The church isaspiritual family. God isour Father. We are brethren. Jesus was once told that His mother and
brothers and sisters were looking for him (wanting to take Him away from his mission) and He pointed to the
faithful follows. “ And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, ‘ Behold my mother and my
brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which isin heaven, the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother.” (Matt. 12:49-50) It seems that few relationships are more intimate than that of our family, but
earthly, biological families are temporary temporal things. The spiritual family of God is eternal.

“andfellowship.” Theword“fellowship” in Greek istheword“ koinonia” which means association, communion,
fellowship, close relationship. It also means generosity and participation and sharing. That describes a New
Testament Church. Although we are al saved and become Christians “one at a time,” there are no Lone
Rangersin God' sprogram. The churchisacollection of oncelost soulswho havefaleninlovewith Christ and
gather around the place where He is the center. “ Where two or three are (have been) gathered together in my
name, there am | in the midst of them.” (Matt. 18:20). The closer we are to the Him, the closer we are to the
center,and the closer we are to one another. Our fellowship with each other is only a by-product of our
fellowship with Him. That is exactly how John explained it. “ That ye also may have fellowship with us: and
truly our fellowship iswith the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1John 1:3).

When we try to “fellowship” with each other without first fellowshipping with God we are more likely to have
asocial club than aspiritual assembly. Someone said that the onenesswe enjoy issimply the result of the Spirit
of Christ in me uniting with the Spirit of Christ in you. Because of Christ we have a*“close relationship,” we
have a purposeful “association.” Because of Christ we have a unigue and specia “communion.” Because of
Christ weareafamily. Wecall each other “brother” and “ sister, and “we are “ brethren.” The moment you take
another “family name” you

exclude others. Buy taking a denominational name you narrow the circle to those who “take your name.” This
isunfortunate. It was not so meant to be. “ Wheretwo or three are gathered together in my name...” Take any
other name and you divide the church. Jesus prayed in the garden that we would be one (Jn. 17:22).

“Fellowship” describesan association. A church, like abody, must have “many members’ in order to function
properly. Each is associated with the whole. One sees, one hears, one touches. For thisreason, the churchis
not one person. In abody each part hasits place and itsfunction. God has equipped the church with many gifts
and gifted members. Each addsto the function of thewhole. Ultimately the greatest gift given to the churchis
the gift of love. “ By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

When talking about “fellowship” we are talking about love. Whether it is seen as communion, or sharing, or
communicating to one another, in the church, loveis the underlying force and principle. Primarily itisalove
for God, but this love manifests itself in loving those around us.

In Galatians we read of Paul and Barnabas receiving the “ right hand of fellowship.” (Gal. 2:9). Thisisno
secret handshake, but simply awelcoming of them into the fellowship of alocal church. They joined nothing,
but by seeking to fellowship with the people of God they enjoyed all that being part of afamily entails.

Paul also speaks of a“ fellowship of his sufferings.” When we identify with the family of God we are as likely
to make as many enemies as friends. Being in fellowship with Jesus and those who follow Him, sets us apart
from the world. “ And they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13). When Peter
was discovered warming himself by the enemies fire it cause quite a stir. He had no business being there.
Fellowship is as much about not being with as it is being with. “ Be ye not unequally yoked together with



unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion that light
with darkness?” (2Cor. 6:14).

Fellowship is more than having “pot-luck” suppers, or singing off the same sheet music in the choir. It means
standing with aholy God in an unholy world. Jesus said we cannot serve two masters. James said “ ...know ye
not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever thereforewill be a friend of theworld isthe

enemy of God?” (James 4:4).

Only those who have been born again can be part of God's family. “But to as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to those who believe on hisname.” (John 1:12). Itisonly those
who are part of the family of God who can bow their heads and pray as Jesus taught his disciplesto pray: “Our
Father...”

1. How does someone become part of the family of God? (John 1:12)

2. Who did Jesus say were his brothers? (Matt. 12:49-50)

3. What happensto the family when a group takes a denominational name? (Matt. 18:20; Acts4:12; 1Cor. 3:4)

4. What are the responsibilities of being in afamily? (Rom. 12:5; 1John 2:9-10; John 13: 35)

5. What does James teach about the new relationship we enjoy in the New Testament Church? (James 4:4)

-»



The Feast
“ breaking of bread”

Never was there a more important table set than thisone. Itisthe Lord s Table. In the middle of every home
thereisatable. Itisafocal point and agathering placefor all the family to congregate. Each family hasitsown
table and there isarightful place for everyone. Theyoungest and the oldest alike must eat. Thereisenough for
al. Should aplace be empty, everyone would notice.

The center of the Christian experience is not visiting some tomb, but sitting at atable. Jesus left the church a
simple and plain request. He said, “ Do thisin remembrance of me.” Just before He went to the crossto diefor
our sins he gathered his disciples together in an upper room and left for them a“memoria” to remember. The
Last Supper became the prototype of what we call the Lord’ s Supper. Some attempt to split what they deem to
be afine hair and differentiate between the Lord' s Supper and the Lord’s Table. Problem with that isit looks
too little at the Lord. We are not to see the table or what it holds as much as the one it hails.

On the night in which our Lord was betrayed, even while the shadow in the valley of death waslooming large
and the night was growing dark, Jesus, the light of the world, would |eave the church a symbol that would shed
light on the work of the ages. Upon the table were two simple elements that speak of his submission and our
remission. The bread he said represented his body, that is hislife, hisliving for us and before usin thisworld
aperfect life. He was the bread that came down from heaven.

Aswetakethebread, break it and passit from oneto another we remember how he came as a servant, submitted
himself to the Father, “ became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Phil. 2:5). Bread is the
symbol of life which He gave for us. When we see bread our mouths begin to water. Jesus said, “ blessed are
those who hunger and thirst after righteousness.” Too be surethe*grain of wheat must fall into the ground and
die’ if it will one day be bread (and yes, be milled, and kneeded, and

baked in the oven) but primarily it isa symbol of Hislife. Inthiscase, itishislife given for us. The second
symbol isthat of the cup of wine. Thewine reminds usthat salvation required more than hislife, it required his
death and the shedding of blood to wash our sins and guilt away.

We are saved by the blood of the crucified one. There are many thoughts about the bread and wine that are
deeper and broader than these two. Asthey cometo mind they may all be profitable aslong aswe keep in mind
that he said “ in remembrance of me.” In the symbols we do “ show the Lord’s death till he come.” (1Cor.
11:26).

There are hundreds of illustrations, types and symbols in the Bible. None more precious than these two, the
bread and cup. The fact that we are welcome to partake of these elements should compel us never to miss a
meal. Of all the activities performed by the church noneis more preciousthan this. Itisnot atimefor sermons.
Itisnot atime for teaching. It isnot atime of ministering to each other. It isatime of worshipping Christ by
remembering Him in his death on the cross for us.

There is nothing supernatural, or sacred in the elements. They are merely reminders, they are pictures. The
invisible God becamevisiblein Jesus. Theonly picturewe have of himishere. Itisinthe elementsand all that
they represent. The bread never becomes anything but bread and the wine is never more. Thisis no more a
sacrament (if a sacrament communicates grace as some say it does) than bowing to God in prayer, or giving a
cup of cold water to the thirsty. | do not liketo call it asacrament as much asasymbol. Itisan ordinance. He
asked usto doiit.



Sometimes God may ask usto do ahard thing. Sometimes He might ask usto do adifficult thing, or dangerous
thing. Here heasksusto do asimplething. | cannot imagine God asking someone to do something largeif they
are not willing to do something little. Y et many places remain empty each Sunday. The bread isthere enough
for them aswell the wine, al astokens of hislove and sacrifice and some choose to abstain, some choose to do
other things. Could the absence also be a sign and symbol

that something is dangerously wrong with someone’s profession? We can only wonder.

The oversight of any assembly would do well to note the vacant spots as suspi cious spots that may speak to the
health of the local body.

1. Readtheaccount of Matthew (Matt. 26:26-29) Mark (MK. 14:22-24) and Luke (Lk. 22:19-20). How important
isthis“Do this’ in the spiritual life of the believer?

2. What did Jesus say about the hearing and doing of His word? (John 13:17)

3. Discuss how the Lord's Supper is not the same as the Passover (John 13:1)
What are the similarities and what are the differences?

4. While we may remember many things about Jesus as we partake of the elements, what are they primarily
supposed to remind us of ? (1Cor. 11:26)

5. What promise is found in 1Cor.11:26 that prevents the remembrance meal from becoming morose or
morbid?

6. If someoneis not faithful in little things should he be given responsibilities in larger things (Lk. 16:10).



TheForce
“and in prayers’

Nothing looks more innocuous than a saint on his knees praying, yet here is the secret of a mighty church.
Prayer isthe force behind every victorious Christian. Prayer isthe power line that stretches from the believing
heart all the way to heaven. Satan will do anything to stop usfrom praying. There are so many other things to
do in the church that if we are not careful, we will be disgruntled Martha's working in the kitchen for God,
murmuring with every cookie we put in the oven. Thework of the church is spiritual work, and there can be no
spiritual work without prayer.

For every reason you can think of to pray, you can think of ten reasons not to pray “right now.” Every assembly
should have aregularly scheduled prayer meeting. Asindividuals we should have certain designated times set
aside for prayer and fellowship with God. Whileit istrue that we should constantly be in communication with
God, the redlity is that the prayer meeting is the heartbeat of the assembly. To know the healthiness of an
church one need only listento its prayers. Arethey feeble, arethey few, are they self-absorbed? |sthere much
praise, thanksgiving, adoration, and joy as the assembly collectively speaks to God? Are more prayers about
the physical than the spiritual ? Is there more heart burn than burning hearts? More about hang nails than hal 0s?
Is there more fear than faith?

We will never be greater than our prayer life. Thereis nothing more frightening to the forces of evil than the
sight of asaint that understands the force of prayer. Prayer isthe conduit, channel, the ladder into the heavens
on which angels ascend and descend. Prayer is the beginning of miracles and the backbone of Christian
courage and character.

When Ananias had his doubts about Saul being converted, God pointed to a kneeling figure than must have
made Hell itself tremble as God said, “ behold, he prayeth.” (Acts. 9:11). When the Church was born on
Pentecost, it was born in the midst of prayer (1:14).

Prayer was a centerpiece of thelife of the Lord Jesus. “ And in the morning, rising up a great while before day,
he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” (MKk. 1:35). Again and again we watch the
Master steal away, fall on his knees and talk to His Father. What a privilege is found in prayer and what a
power. If we only knew what force can be unleashed by prayer we would pray more. The church needs to
pray. A prayer-lesschurchispowerless church. When the disciples struggled with the demon at the foot of the
Mount of Transfiguration and enquired as to the reason for their lack of spiritual strength against evil forces,
Jesus pointed to the need for prayer (and fasting).

TheLord gavethedisciplesatemplatefor prayer in what we commonly call the Lord' sPrayer. Ittouchesevery
aspect of the spiritual life and should stir usto pray. The“ Our Father which art in Heaven...” putslife into
proper perspective. The “our” reminds us that life is more than “me, myself, and I.” Immediately we see
others. The word “Father” not only puts things in perspective, but should bring a sense of “peace” to our
hearts and remind uswe are loved. We are not in charge, we are just children. “ If ye being evil know how to
give good giftsto your children, how much more shall your Father which isin heaven give good thingsto them
that ask him?” (Matt. 7:11). Thewords, “ Which art in heaven” should cause the churchto look up. Thisworld
is not our home, we are only passing through. And so it goes, on and on, the Lord’ s prayer should teach usto

pray.

Theideaisnot to repeat some special prayer or follow someformula. The best way to pray isto pray. Holding
classes on prayer, listening to lectures on prayer, reading lessons (like this one) is no substitute for the simplest
prayer. We need to stop talking about prayer and pray. Nothing of any real spiritual significance happens until
someone prays.



It is the power, the force the energy that runs like electricity through the assembly. It is also the sweetness. It
isasweet communion with God. The Christians often sing “ Sweet Hour of Prayer.” It seems that the author
of that song had discovered just how sweet prayer can be. Solomon said “ Ointment and perfume rejoice the
heart: so the sweetness of a man’s

friend by hearty counsel.” (Prov. 27:9). In prayer we approach our heavenly Father, but we also approach a
Friend with acapital “F’ asJesussaid in the parable of theloavesat midnight (Lk. 11:5). Many cometo uswith
needs we cannot meet, therefore we need to often go in prayer to this Friend.

1. If wefollow Jesus, where will He eventually lead us? (Mk. 1:35)

2. What were the believers doing in the upper room while awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit? (Acts 1:14).
3. What were they doing in Acts 1:24 and why were they doing it?

4. Why were the disciples praying in Acts 4:24?

5. What happened at the prayer meeting spoken of in Acts 4:317?

6. Why were the Saints praying in Acts 12:5?

7. Why did the early church pray so much and what was the result? (Acts 12:12; 4:29,31)?



The Fruit

The New Testament assembly was fertile. “ and the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”

(2:47). A healthy body reproduces. Thisisthe most basic fact of life. It isseenin biology and in spirituality.
The church is always one generation away from extinction. Rachael’s cry is the cry of the church: “ give me
children or | die.”

The New Testament church spilled out of the upper room with the startling message that Jesus Christ had arisen
from the dead and that He is both Lord and Christ. These Spirit-filled Christians began to speak “ the wonderful
works of God” (Acts 2:11). This message captivated the crowds. “Whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved” (2:21). Peter delivered a powerful sermon. Thus began the “ foolishness of preaching.”

The result was that many were “ pricked in their heart.” They asked “ what shall we do?” (2:38). The answer
was*“ Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” The results of such preaching were startling. Thousands of people were
born-again.

To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven. A healthy church involves In-
Reach, Up-Reach, and Out-Reach. As the disciples paused and waited for the promise of Pentecost, the Lord
explained that his goals and plans were much larger than the disciples had imagined. They would have been
content to remain in Jerusalem and enjoy the benefits of salvation. As the Jews seemed to lose the sense of
“why they had been chosen,” so the early church might very well have fallen into the same error. The vision
must be larger than Jerusalem. “ For God so loved theworld, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” God had big plans for the church.

Jesus promised the disciples “ But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.” (Acts 1:8).

We have just experienced a horrific ice storm here in North Carolina. Covered with black ice, treestoppled by
the thousands pulling down power lines and plunging millions of homesinto cold darkness. Emergency Power
crews from seven states rushed to the aid of CP& L (Carolina Power and Light Co.) to help restore el ectricity to
amillion and a half people huddlied in freezing darkness. The job was monumental. Tree limbs and fallen
power lines, and exploded transformers had to be replaced.

During the first twenty four hours a few thousand were “back on line,” but most would go for many days
without heat, light, electricity, and some without water. Everyone was in the same boat for alittle while, but
one by one eectricity was restored. Soon the population was divided in two: the haves and the have-nots.
There were no Republicans and Democrats, no Blacks or Whites, no Rich or Poor. There was just those who
had power and those who did not.

Once people got their power back on they were ecstatic and grateful- for alittle while. For them, once the
power was on, the crisiswas over. The storm of the century wasover. They sat intheir well lighted and heated
homes enjoying all the technology of the modern age and went on with their lives. For thousands of others, the
darkness continued. Thousands huddled around kerosene stoves (if they were lucky enough to have one) or
wood burning fire places, lighting their candles and trying to hear news of some hope being on the way on their
battery powered radio.

Now everyone has been re-connected and has received electricity again. However, millions are still spiritually
aoneinthedark. “Andyeshall receive power...” Itisonethingto have power, it isanother thing to know what
to do with it. What will the church do with the power God givesit? Will we sit around the family hearth and
roast spiritual marshmallows or will welook for those who are still “ powerless’ and lost in the dark? Will we
enjoy basking in the light of God’ s word and be unconcerned about the millions who live in an endless night?



When a power crew finally came to our street after four days of Eighteenth Century living, | noticed from the
lettering on the side of their truck that

they were from the Florida Power and Light Co. They came from far away to help us. They were missionaries
on amission. They wanted to give us back our power.

God had to use persecution to “scatter” the church to the four windsin order to evangelize the world. “...and
they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” (Acts8:1).
The Prophecy of 1:8took theice storm of 8:1to befulfilled. Persecution rather than having achilling effect on
the church seemed to set it on fire. They began to fulfill the great commission of going into all the world to
make disciples.

Paul seemed to hear a plea with the Macedonian Call. “ Come over into Macedonia, and help us.” (16:9).
Evangelism for the New Testament church was as natural as the longing of ayoung couple for children. John
said, “ He came unto his own, but his own received himnot.” Yes, thisissadly true, but Paul tells us that there
losswasthe Gentile' sgain. And John went on to say, “ but as many as received him, to them gave he the power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on hisname.” (John 1:11:12).

Have we received power yet? |s our local assembly enjoying the light of God’s Grace and the power of the

Holy Spirit? If so, we must seek and search for those who are till lost and in the dark. When we do, God will
add to the church daily those who should be saved.

The lepers of 2Kings enjoyed the spoils of God' svictory at the gates of Samaria until they were convicted of
their selfishness and one said “ We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace...”
(2Ki. 7:9). The early New Testament church could not “hold their peace.” Peter said, We cannot help but
speak the things we have seen and heard.”

1. Who was added to the church and who added them? (Acts 2:47)

2. What was the great commission? (Matt. 28:19-20).

3. How do people hear about the need of Salvation? (1Cor. 1:21; Rom. 10:17, 14).

4. What is needed for evangelism to be successful? (Acts 1:8)

5. Men and women have arole in the propagation of the race, but who is
isthe creator of life? (Ps. 113:9; Gen. 30:1; Lk. 1:13)



Conclusion

The Word of God is likened to something “ sweeter than honey in the honeycomb” (Ps. 19:10). Jesusis the
Word. He must beinthe midst of the authentic assembly. He hasleft us his Word and the promise that He will
come again for us. The New Testament church loves the Word of God more than honey.

The Church has been called the Bride of Christ, and shewill be oneday. Thisisaspiritual pictureof theloving
relationship we shall enjoy withthe Lord forever. “ How fair isthy love, my sister, my spouse! How much better
is thy love than wine! And the smell of thine cintments than all spices! Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the
honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue: and the smell of thy garmentsis like the smell of Lebanon.”
(SS4:10:11). What is sweeter than a pure blushing bride standing at the marriage altar?

The promised land was described as aland of milk and honey. Suchisheaventous. But until we get to heaven,
we havethelocal assembly where the Saints gather together around the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ to enjoy
sweet communion, first with Him and then with one another. “ Oh, come and taste that the LORD is good.”

Until wearefinaly leave thisworld and take our place at the marriage of the Lamb we gather inlocal assemblies.
A healthy authentic assembly is a gathering of Christians who are committed and faithful to Christ, pouring
over his many words and wishes both believing and obeying them aswe “keep thefaith.” A healthy assembly
isafamily that loves God and one another, and comesto acommon table to worship Christ in hisown appointed
way. A hedthy assembly isin constant contact with heaven through the communion of prayer which is a
conduit through which God’s power, grace, and guidance flows. A healthy assembly reproduces and enjoys
witnessing and caring for the spiritual babiesborn anew infaith into the family of God. Christ said“ | will build
my Church” (Matt. 16:18).

When it is built His way, Oh how sweet it il



