the Upper Room

Introduction by: Ingimar DeRidder

The church began in an upper room in Jerusalem. What Mount Calvary isto mountains, thisroom isto
holy real estate. It wasaspecia place. No one can be positive where either is. There are several sites
that tour guidesliketovisitwhileclaimingitisthe"original" upper room. Given man'stendency to build
shrineson such "so called" sacred property, it is perhaps best that God keeps some things secret. Holy
relicsand holy real estate are of little importance to a kingdom that is spiritual.

Whether we can find the actual room is not asimportant as whether we find the original lessons
first taught there or the power that so enfolded and energized the early church. While the actua
chamber may or may not still exist, the important thing isto experience and enjoy the timeless
trues that were first revealed there.

It isin the upper room that we are catechized in aholy "higher" school of spiritual living. Itisin
the upper room that the church is given a primer in Christian protocol, peace, power, and
purpose. It isthrough the ministry of the upper room that Christ prepares hisdisciplesto face a
hostile world and overcomeiit.

Thediscipleswere still looking for and hoping for some kind of physical kingdom. They were anxious
for and were anticipating some kind of religiousand messianic uprising. They were prepared to assume
positions of prestige and authority as cabinet members or prime ministers. They were not prepared for
thecrucifixion of their leader, hisdeath, and hisburial-- and in their wildest dreams, they never imagined
theresurrection, although Christ spoke of it often. Although every promise of God will befulfilled, and
Israel will oneday enjoy arenewal andrevival, the Christian dispensation and lifeisprimarily aspiritual
one.

Thelessonsof theupper roomarespiritual lessons. They cannot beunderstood exceptinthespirit. Never
werethewordsof the Apostle Paul more appropriatethan here, " Thenatural manreceiveth not thethings
of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned" (1Cor. 2:14). The "breaking of bread," the peace that passes understanding, and
theabundant lifeareasmuchamystery totheunsaved asthecloud wasto the Egyptiansinthewilderness.

The hour had come. Christ was about to die for the sins of the world. The lessons of John thirteen,
fourteen, and fifteen were not fully comprehended by those who were present. It was not until they
returnedtothat upper roomnearly sixty dayslater that it becameclear. Theclassroom becamethecradle.
It was in the upper room that the church was born. 1t was not until the Spirit came that these believers
knew what it was to be born-again.

Thebook of 1saiah hasbeen called thegospel of the Old Testament asitisfilledwith Christ and hisSpirit.
God tellsusthrough Isaiah that histhoughts are higher than our thoughts. Welook too low. Although
so close to the cross, the disciples still set their sightstoo low. The upper room is a good place to be
challenged with God's higher thoughts, and a to be changed by God's higher power. "Let the wicked
forsakehisway, and theunrighteousman histhoughts; andlet himreturnuntotheLORD, and hewill have



mercy upon him; and to our God, for hewill abundantly pardon. For asthe heavensare higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isa. 55:7-8).

In the upper room the disciples were challenged with higher visions, higher thoughts, and the promise
of ahigher power.

Do you desire to understand the ministry and message of the upper room? Would you climb such
holy steps into so sacred a chamber? Would you with Peter and John make ready the "upper room?"
Would you desire to subject your thoughts to the authority and ministry of God's Word? Areyou
prepared to follow the Savior to and through Calvary if it means submitting to his Lordship, serving
others, or suffering at the hand of aworld that still hates him? Do you desire to "overcome' the
world and the downward pull of evil? Do you want to learn about humility, humanity, tranquillity,
prosperity, and fidelity? If you do, then make your way into this sacred chamber of the upper room
and take your place as close as possible to the Master. Before Christ died upon the cross at Calvary,
somewhere in an upper room, Christ taught his disciples how to live.

After nine plaguesfailed to break Egypt'sresolve and Israel's chains, God was about to slay every
first-born son throughout the land. By faith, God's children were to apply blood to the portal of every
house and eat one final meal before the judgment and mass exodus. On that night 1446 BC a Jewish
nation was born. Lest they should forget such aholy heritage, every head of household wasin-
structed to celebrate and re-enact the event with the Paschal meal commonly known as the "Pass-
over." When death fell on Egypt the faithful Jews who heeded the word of Moses were saved, for
God promised, "when | see the blood, | will pass over you."

This Passover was but a shadow of afar greater deliverance and the birth of agreater nation. The Old
Testament was about to be fulfilled with the New. A lamb was about to be slain and his blood would
cover amultitude of sins. A lamb was about to be slain and an exodus was about to begin. A lamb
was about to be slain upon the cross. His heel was about to be bruised, but the resurrection of the
Savior was about to crush the serpent's head.



A Place at his Table 1

“And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make
ready.” Luke22:12

A tablebringsafamily together. The churchisafamily. Supper timeisagathering of kin and kindred
spirits. Although commerce may carry itsmembersin different directionsand all may disappear into a
vast seaof humanity at thestart of theday, at itsconclusion, each onemakestheir way back towherethey
belong. Each findshome.

The Passover was afamily meal. Asthe day began to draw to aclose, business was suspended, shops
closed, and commerce ceased as individuals made their way home to a place around a table to be with
their own family. Never wasthis more true than at Passover. No one should be alone on that night. It
was a hight to be with those one loved the most.

Noticethat during thisPassover andthisLast Supper thedisciplesdid not disband nor seek out biological
family. Therewasagreater love. Jesuscameto show usthe Father, and through the new-birth, to bring
ushome. Thechurchisafamily. Oncewebecomeamember of the Father’ sfamily itisobviousaround
whose table we belong.

Peter and John had the responsibility to makethingsready. If they followed the pattern of history, they
would havehadto standinlong linesat thetemplein order to procurealamb for the Paschal meal. They
would haveprepared theroom so mysteriously provided. Peter and Johnfulfilledthisfinal mission. Surely
such an honored service deserved his getting a place of honor at the table. Surely that place belonged
to Peter, the spokesman and outspoken leader among thedisciples. Instead, theplaceof honor, thehighest
seat, the placejust left of Jesus, went to Judas, thetreasurer. To theright, John leaned on Jesus’ bosom.
If human naturewasfully at work that evening, itisnot hard to picture Peter sulking silently inthelowest
seat. We canimagine him thinking “1f the Master does not realize that | am more worthy than Judas, if
| am to be so overlooked, | will take the lowest seat.”

The custom of the day and of the hour suggests such a seating arrangement. The sop was customarily
giventotheonein the seat of honor which was next to the host. Judaswasin position to receivethe sop.
In order for John to lean on Jesus, hewould haveto beto the Master’ sright. If thetablewasintheusual
horseshoe shape, with it’ supper and lower seats, Peter had to be near enough to discretely request John
inquire of the Lord, who it was that was going to betray him.

Such a seating arrangement would also set the stage for the great and important lesson about humility.
Noservant wasattendingtothisparty or their needs. Whoever wasinthelowest seat should haveassumed
therequired role and brought water for the others. If Peter wasindeed in this position (aswe specul ate)
servicewasthelast thingonhismind. A similar oversight had occurred before, but thediscipleswereslow
to learn. Jesus spoke of it in LK. 7:44. “Simon, seest thou thiswoman? | entered into thine house, thou
gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs
of her head.”

Thedisciplesseemed to beever quarreling about their place or position. Chickenswill not roost at night



until the pecking order had been established or re-established. One bird will take the highest place and
havoc will reign should any try to unseat it. Thebushesor trees of the barn yard are alive with posturing
and positioning until every creatureis“initsplace.”

The disciples were always arguing among themselves about who was the “greatest.” Christ once took
alittle child into hisarms and set him in the midst in an attempt to teach adifficult law of heaven. But
the truth seemed to belost to these apostlesin apprenticeship. “ And therewasalso astrifeamong them,
which of them should be accounted the greatest.” (Lk. 22:24) Again and again, the disciplesof Christ
fail thismost simpletest. It was amost important lesson of love that was taught in the upper room.

“Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart
out of thisworld unto the Father, having loved hisown which werein theworld, he loved them unto the
end.” (Jn. 13:1)

In thischapter Christ makes clear that once we are clean (and made so by the authority and power of his
word) we need only to bewashed in part “ splashed” (nipto) rather than plunged again beneath thewaters
(baptizo or louo). Although thisisagreat and beautiful truth, it is not the heart of what took placein
the upper room. The upper room is alesson of the “first communion” and new family.

Christianity and this communion isfounded in and upon God'’ slove. Jesusloved hisdisciplesunto the
end. Helovedthem, not becausethey werelovely, but because hewaslove and could do nothing el se.
If they wereto take up the ministry of Christ where heleft off it must be here— it must beinlove. John
wouldtakeupthisthemeagainwhenwritingfrom Patmos. Perhapswhat wefail tolearninahumbleplace
intheupper room wemay learninthehard place, inaprison of Patmos, but let uslearntoloveoneanother.

The disciples of Christ need to revisit the upper room. It was the place of the farewell but also of the
fullness. It wasthe placewherethey celebrated the Passover which comesfrom theword “ Pesah” which
meansto“ Passover” or to*“ Spare.” Thefollowersof Jesuswould dowell totruly “ Remember” himwho
said“learn of Me.” Unfortunately the family hasfallen to bickering. the church has been fractured and
fragmented into athousand pieces, sects, and denominations, each laying claim to the high seat of the
“mostfaithful.” Thechurchhasarguedaboutwhois*closest” to Jesus. Thechurchhasevenargued about
the shapeof thecommuniontable, distribution of theelements,and thesignificanceof thetokens. Heaven
is patient with us.

Not long after theseapostlesdied, thesurvivorsall but fought for their mantles, positions, and bishoprics.
By thethird century, thechurchwasdivideupintohigher (clergy) andlower (laity) seats. Amongthechief
places there were popes, bishops, and archbishops. Priests took charge of the ssimple tokens and
administered the elements as a sacrament and held that either grace or God was found in the bread and
thewine.

Thediscipleswere shocked when Jesustook the place of thelowest servant. “Heriseth from supper, and
laid aside hisgarments; and took atowel and girded himself. After that he pourethwater into abasin, and
began to wash the disciple sfeet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith hewasgirded.” (In. 13:4-
5). He must have started with the onein the highest. That would have been Judas. Y es, heloved unto
theend. Thethought of Jesuswashing the feet of Judas should break our hearts. And how many times
have wefailed our Master and yet he washes us daily with hisword, and yet he loves us till.



Beloved let uslove oneanother. Steal away to listen again to the conversation Jesus has with the Father
tointerpret the spectacle of humility in the upper room chamber. “Andfor their sakes| sanctify myself,
that they also might be sanctified throughthetruth. Neither pray | for theseal onebut for them alsowhich
shall believe on methrough their word; that they all may be one; asthou, Father, artinme, and | inthee,
that they also may be onein us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (17:19-21). “By this
shall al men know that ye are my disciples, if ye havelove oneto another” (Jn. 13:35).

Knowing whereto sit at astate dinner isan important part of protocol. Knowingwherenot tositisapart
of wisdom. Theworld fightsfor the best seats. Jesus taught that thefirst principle of thefaith life was
in understanding our place. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirsis the kingdom of heaven.”

Our Lord told astory in Luke fourteen after he “marked how they chose out the chief rooms.” Hetold
of a presumptuous man who took a seat at the head of the table, only to be embarrassed when asked to
give up his seat for aman more honored than himself. The moral of the story was simple. “When thou
art bidden, goand sit downinthelowest room; that when hethat bade thee cometh, he may say untothee,
Friend go up higher” (Lk. 14:10a). Thefirst and hardest |esson of the upper room isthat of humility.






A Basin 2

“By thisshall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another.”

The room must have grown strangely quiet as Jesus moved from the place of honor at the table and assumed the posture
of aservant. He“laid aside his garments” and washed the disciples feet. They were amazed; they were embarrassed.
There was silence until he came to Peter. “Lord, dost thou was my feet?’ asked Simon. Peter was not about to allow
his Master to stoop so low. “Thou shalt never wash my feet,” he said. Jesus continued, “If | wash thee not, thou hast
no part with me.” The disciple must be clean.

John 13 isalesson in Holy Communion. For some “Holy Communion” sounds too much like the Roman Eucharist.
We like to speak of the“Lord’ s Table” and the “Lord's Supper.” Some like to dissect the two and ascribe one to the
visible and the other the invisible world; one to time and the other to eternity. Thisis unnecessary, for the word
“communion” coversit al. While the Last Supper may be “ended” (vs. 2) the communion had just begun. The Church
is communion and there can be none without it. The saints are instructed to participate in a living memorial “till he
come” (1Cor. 11:26). The Church has been given a blessed memorial service caled the Lord’'s Supper. It is commonly
called the “breaking of bread.” The tokens of the memorial are a simple loaf and a common cup. These blessed
symbols continue to this day upon the communion table. They were tokens of God’ s love and emblems of his grace.
Jesus gave them to the Church as he was about to enter into the passion, as the Son of God was about to die for the sins
of the world.

With the Last Supper, Jesus would leave one more lesson of love before he left thislife. He employed the lowly
implements of a servant to teach the church about communion. Communion in some circles amounts to kneeling at a
rail and receiving what is called the “host.” Those who speak of “taking communion” mispronounce an important
Shibboleth in the language of true communion, for communion is not something we “take” it is something we “have.”

A Spirit-filled assembly is more than strangers kneeling at a communion rail. It is more than afew saints sitting in a
circle around two tokens. It is communion, communion with Christ and communion with one another. Communion is
the birthright of the new birth. Yet many like Esau fail to appreciate the importance and significance of a birthright.

When we remember the last supper, and consider the Lord’s death; let us also consider the basin and the towel as a
lesson for Christian living.

Some groups have added the basin and foot washing to the litany of worship. They insist that because Jesus did it, we
must do it too. We must not be so intrigued with the practice that we miss the principle. The picture is one of holy
communion. Let us not try to immortalize it in dogma, stone, or religious ritual. Let us discover the eternal flaming
spirit of the night in which he was betrayed, a spirit of love, fellowship and communion and passits fire like a torch
from generation to generation. Let us not lose the spirit of the moment by reducing it to tokens, to bowls and basins.
What Jesus demonstrated that “night in which he was betrayed” was love, humility, submission, service and holiness.
We cannot hope to experience the sweetness of true Christian Communion without them.

Communion in the local assembly is based on:

1. God'sLove.

“Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world
unto the Father having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.” (Jn.13:1) Jesusisthe
demonstration and proof of God's love. He was about to fulfill the greatest law of love, and die on the cross for our
sins.

It isthe love of God that gathers us into a sweet communion. It isthe love of God that isthe tie that binds. It isthe
love of God as embodied in Christ that makes a church a church. The Lord Jesus Christ is the center and sun of our
spiritual solar system. Hisloveisthe gravitational force that is experienced by faith and which holds each planet in its
orhit. Itislovethat holds alocal assembly together. Take love out of the assembly and it falls apart. Our love for



Christ is seen in our love for one another. “If aman say, | love God, and hateth his brother, heis aliar;: for he that
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have
we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also” (Jn.4:20-21). This love will be the hallmark of the
church. “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples’ (v.35). When Christ isin his rightful place an invisible
power of love unites usin holy communion.

2. Purity of Heart.

Not everyone at the communion table was in communion. A single soul in that upper room felt a greater pull upon his
heart. It wasthe pull of darkness. Judas was present in body but far away in spirit. The gravity of greed was about to
draw him away into the night.

True communion must be based on a pure heart. Judas came but he did not commune. His hear was not pure. Why we
are present is asimportant as “if” we are present. Later Jesus would ask Judas to take one long last ook at his own
heart when he spoke kindly to him saying, “Friend, why art thou come” (Matt. 26:50). Had not Jesus said at the onset
of his ministry, “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.”? Judas never saw God, thought he sat at the same
table with him.

If we have truly come to worship, if we would know true and holy communion, we must have pure motives and a pure
heart. “Now the devil having now put into the heart of Judas...” We must all watch our hearts. If Satan can put some
evil thing in your heart you will find it impossible to commune with God and fellowship with others. If an assembly is
to discover and remain in communion it must be made up of pure hearts. The writer of Proverbs gave good advice
when he warned “Keep thy heart with al diligence.”

3. Humility

The third aspect of true communion is that of giving up one' srights. No oneisanisland. No man lives unto himself
or dies unto himself. We live in families, groups, cities, and societies. The church is no different. Asin any union of
people or things we must surrender certain rights and prerogative of the individual to accommodate the whole. If there
is to be happiness and harmony in a home, country, marriage, or ministry each of the partners must at times defer and
yield to the other.

There will never be true communion in the church without each member understanding what was happening when
Jesus “laid aside his garments.” In order to have full and complete communion each must learn to “lay aside” his or
her individual rights for the good of the whole. If Jesus did it we must learn to do it aswell. If we areto experience a
true communion we must lay aside our differences, prejudices, our pride. We must be willing to give up the better seat
in order to make way for another.

Was there no servant in the upper room to take this important place? Obviously not. The hastily organized meeting

contained no women, and no servants, it would seem. The thought never occurred to the disciples that in the absence
of such an attendant, one of them should assume the role. Since none of them seemed to hear that the circumstances
cried out for a servant, Jesus himself decided to leave them and Christianity a mush needed lesson.

Many a sweet communion is broken when the disciples begin demanding their rights. Many an assembly fails when no
one wishes to lay aside what they consider important rights in order to minister to the needs of others. Many reach for
the crown, few for the basin. In order for a broken communion with God to be restored, Jesus had to leave the glories
of heaven, lay aside the garments of splendor and take up atabernacle of flesh. “Who being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men.” (Phil. 2:7). Happy is the assembly and sweet is the communion where
men come to serve, rather than to be served. Which brings us to the next characteristic found in that upper room
fellowship and the last supper.

4. Servant’s Spirit
This fourth benchmark of true communion is found in the basin. It isfound in service. Jesus said in another place

“But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant,” and el sewhere, “Whosoever will be great among you, let him
be your minister...even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life aransom for



many” (Matt.20:25,28;23:11).

5. Cleanness

Communion is also based on cleanliness. Someone rightly said, “Cleanliness in not next to godliness; cleanlinessis
part of godliness.” Peter did not understand how important this was until Jesus said, “If | wash thee not, thou hast no
part with me” (v.8). He who approaches God must be clean. “If | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear
me.” (Ps. 66:18).

Even disciple’ s feet get dirty. We cannot pass through the streets of socia contact and not become soiled or pick up
some of thisworld’s contagion. The answer is continual cleansing. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1Jn. 1:9).

After he finished the living parable he said “1 have given you an example, that ye should do as | have doneto you.” (8
s. 13). Peter was gently rebuked by the Savior and taught the meaning of humility, service, love, and of cleansing.
Sensing that the Lord was about to do something drastic, he asked the question “Lord, wither goest thou?” “Where |
go,” said Jesus “you cannot follow me now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards.”

What did Jesus mean when he said “you cannot follow me now?’ Had he not invited Peter and the others to forsake all
and follow him? Had they not followed him faithfully for over three years? How could Christ even think of such a
thing? He even preached that whoever followed him would have eternal life. Are we not to follow him for time and all
eternity?

“Peter said unto him, Lord why cannot | follow thee now? | will lay down my life for thy sake.” Christ knew that flesh
would fail and that Peter could never live up to his testimony. He knew even before Peter spoke that the spirit is
willing but the flesh isweak. What Jesus was actually speaking about was the one place he was going where he must
stand alone: Calvary. His disciples can stand with him in the city, and in the county, but when he went to the cross he
had to go alone. That iswhy he said, “but ye shall follow me afterwards.” There was no following of him to the cross.
There would be no fellowship there, only judgment. There was room on that altar for only one precious lamb, Jesus.
There for those dark hours there was no communion, only crucifixion. Even the communion and fellowship of the
Father and the Son was broken there, and the world turned dark.

“But ye shall follow me afterwards.” Because of the Cross we enjoy communion. We know something of that com-
munion in the breaking of bread and the remembrance meeting as saints look on the tokens of loaf and cup. But the
Lord’s Supper is aliving and breathing memorial. It is not alifeless picture, icon, or hieroglyphic inscribed on earthen
pyramids. It requires that someone be there to “break it,” and share it with some other soul saved by the efficacy of
the power it symbolizes. The Lord’s Supper is not empty seats and places around an untouched table. The pictureis
not complete without people. It is acommunion; first acommunion with Christ and then also a communion with the
trophies of his grace. The crossis God's call to communion. It isthe only way a sinful, fallen humanity can hope to be
near to God. “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph.
2:13). Itisonly because of the Cross that we can have communion. “That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ” (1Jn. 1:3)

Communion is for those who want to be close to the Master. Thereisroom at his table for al who would believein
him and worship him. There was room on Jesus' bosom enough for Judas as there was for John, but the son of perdi-
tion did not believe. “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not al of us.” (1Jn. 2:19).

John wrote a treatise on holy communion in what is commonly called First John. Holy communion is not the “rite”
and “ritual” many have made it to be. Holy communion is the living body drawing close to Christ and close to one
another.

When darkness would seek to invade the light it is quite obvious. Sin spoils the communion and soils the church.
Times did and still come when the church must exercise discipline upon itself. Thereis atime when it is obvious and
individual in not in communion with Christ and therefore not in communion with the rest of the body. Those are sad
times, as sad and dark as when Judas went out into the night. But as the Master taught us “Unless | wash you, you can
have not part with me.” How much better for each sincere believer to “examine himself” (1Cor. 11:31) so they need



not be judged by another. The church must be clean if it is to enjoy the presence of the Lord.
The Basin

Into the upper room they came to break the memorial bread.
In just one day their dreams destroyed and their master wold be dead.

And although the time was short, and the hour very late,
the twelve could only argue about which one of them was great.

None of the twelve sought to take the humble servant’s place,
and so they ate with dusty feet and presumed upon God's grace.

So our Lord then took the basin, and a towel ‘round him gird,
he stooped to do what they would not, and taught them with his word.

“Ye cal me master, and so | am,” but learn from me this night,
“thisis the way to greatness and don’t forget this sight.”

And so the Lord of glory bent down so very low,
and washed away the dirt and pride, and humility did show.

So remember, too, the basin, when cup and bread you see;
and show love to one another, and true humility.
ID



A Picture

"Take, eat; thisismy body." Matthew 26:26b

Do This. What must | do to be saved? The question was first asked in the ruins of a Philippian jail nearly two
thousandyearsago. Whileholdingatorchin histremblinghandthe jailor listened to God’ sservant givetheanswer
that still illuminates every soul sincerely seeking to know. “Believe onthe Lord Jesus Christ and be saved.” Itis
faith and faith alonein Christ that saves. Some churches add seven sacramentsto that first simpleanswer? Some
two. Let al who add (or take away) from God' sWord beware (Rev. 22:18-19). The orthodox Jew counted 614
commandmentsin the Pentateuch and each knotted tassel of hisprayer shawl wasareminder that he was ason of
thelaw.

Thereisonly onelaw that Christ hasgiventhechurch. Not 614, not ten, not athousand (M ohammed | eft thousands
of lawsfor hisfollowersto meticulously obey). Jesusleft one. Love! That'sit. That'sall, but that's enough. He
whowill begoverned by thissingleword hasall the decal ogue on aminiature microchip of holy government: Love.
Somelaugh at thesimplicity. Somerageat itsseemingly lack of restraint. Some seethe ocean, but never attempt
tocomprehend or evenimagineitsdepth. Somefeel they need morebut, loveisthecontainer that holdseverything.
ItistheChristian“Ark of theCovenant.” Theoldark, containedthelaw, theloaf, andtheleader’ srod. Lovecontains
all that and more. But that isanother lesson. Itisonly mentioned here becausethe”Dothis’ of Christ’smemorial
feast isnot the“Don’t do this’ of Mt. Sinai. Itisthe“Dothis’ of Mt. Calvary. Itisnot legalism, itislove.

When Peter’ smother-in-law wascured shearoseand beganto serve Jesus. Whentheman of Gaderawasdelivered
from the demons of darkness, he sought to follow Christ. When the Master speaks, thewinds obey. How curious
that men shouldlay claimto salvationwiththeir words, but balk andresist, or neglect Christ’ smost simplerequests.
God may one day ask you to do some hard thing, or somefantastic thing, but first he asksall hischildrento do this
simplething. If wecannot keepthis, themost simpleof theL ord’ swishes, how shall weexpect todiscover anddelight
inany other aspect of hiswill. Someeven pray “ Thy will bedone,” and yet fail indoing thismast simpleof things.

1. THEPRESCRIPTION.“Dothis’ Fewthingsaremoreclearinthe Scripturesthanthis. Therearesometeachings
that are not easily understood. Thisissimpletounderstand. Believersfindinthesewords, not asacrament but an
ordinance, not arequirement as much asarequest. Salvation isby grace and not works, and since grace must be
communicated“freely” andwithout cost, the Lord’ sSupper isnot ameansof graceor ameans“tograce.” InChrist
we have moved from the realm of law to love. One of the last requests of the Savior before he went to the cross,
was “dothis.” If there was ever a prescription of Spiritual worship entrusted to the Church, thisisit. Thereare
no candles, no robes, no bellsringing, or incenserising in acurl of smokefrom an altar. Thereisno kneeling or
genuflecting, thereisno ritualistic washings, or recitations. Thereisasimple meal, consisting of bread and wine.
The " breaking of bread” isthe worship of Christ in hisown prescribed way.

2. THEPERSON. “InRemembranceof me” Intheten commandmentsthereisonecommandmentto* remember.”
The Jews were told to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. The Sabbath day principle was started before
Moses. On Sinai, God merely established its observation as a covenant and a memoria and areminder of his
awesome creative power. Thelaw came by Moses but Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ. Heisour Sabbath.
Heisour Rest. He callsusto aNew Covenant and asks us, not to remember a day, but to remember himself.

3. THEPRECEDENT. Itdemonstratesour love, loyalty, faith, devotion, and obedienceto Christ. Itisnot without
significance that it was inaugurated on the “night in which he was betrayed” (1Cor. 11:23). Paul speaks of this



request astruthreceivedin 1Cor. 11:23-34. “For | havereceived of theLord that which also | delivered untoyou.”

4. THEPICTURE. “Yedo show” Christ held upthe bread and said “thisismy body.” What he meant wasthat
it wasapicture of hisbody. Itwasavisual aid, and atoken left by the Savior before he went to the cross. When
we partake of the elements (the bread and the cup) we remember hiswork of salvation and the price he had to pay
for our sins. The elements remain what they seemto be. They are not changed into the actual flesh and blood of
the Lord Jesus (transfiguration), nor do they take on some mystical, mysterious, spiritual aura of his presence
(consubstantiation). They are simply picturesto remind us not to forget him and his sacrifice. What we show is
the great cost of salvation and the awfulness of sin. What we show (in his death) isthe depth of hislove and the
depravity of man. What we show is so vast and so deep so in-exhaustible that we shall never touch itsfull weight
andsignificance.

5. THE PROFESSION. It isatestimony.

All who are born-again through saving faith in the sacrifice of the L ord Jesus are welcome at thismemorial feast.
Inthisregard, it isan open meeting. All who arewalking in consistently with such afaith (according to their own
conscience) and arenot living in astate of open disobedienceto God’ sWord arewelcome. At thesametime, itis
aclosed meetingto all who are unbelieversand areliving in open disobedienceto Christ. Becauseit issomething
“we show” unbelievers are not allowed to participate. They are permitted to observe and ponder.  (v.29).

6. THE PROMISE. The churchisasked to observethismemorial “till hecome.” Each time we remember his
work, wealso remember hiswords*| will comeagainto receiveyou unto myself.” Withthiswelook at ourselves,
toseeif weareinthefaithandinfellowshipinthe present. Welook back at theministry of the L ord uponthe cross
by which he paid sins penalty for us. Andwelook to the futurerealizing that he purchased, by virtue of hisdeath,
aplacein heaven for us.

7. THEPRIVILEGE “Asoften” Few daretoreject the Lord’s Supper as much asthey neglectit. The“often”
would be better said “asseldom” inmost circles.

8. THEPRACTICE. Theearly church“brokebread” onthefirst day of theweek (Acts20:7). “And uponthefirst
day of theweek when the disciples cametogether to break bread, Paul preached untothem...” Itisalsoclear that
the Lord’ s Supper wasan integral part of the church experience among the early believers. “And they continued
steadfastly in the apostl€’' s doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers,” Acts 2:42.

Themotiveof gathering for the “ breaking of bread” (astheL ord’ sSupper wascommonly called) wasto“ remember
him.” Thisisspiritual worshipinthetruest sense of theword. (Rev. 5:9). Worshipisan act of praise, adoration,
appreciation, and submission. Itismost beautifully expressedin“remembering him.” Anythingthat would hinder
the act or atmosphere of worship should be carefully excluded from the memorial feast.

It isnot atimeto testify about the sweetness of the church fellowship, or discover deep doctrines of the Bible of
whichthereare many. Itisnot atimetolook upon Mosesor on Elijah as Peter was tempted to do while upon the
mount of transfiguration. 1f Moses speaks at this meeting, let him speak of Jesus. If Elijah or the prophets open
their mouthsassomeonereadsatext, letit only pointto Jesus. Jesus, and Jesusal oneisto bethecenter of attention.
(Lk. 24:27).

Itisnot thetimeto marvel at theheight of Goliath, not theweight of the gatesof Gazaif it call sattention away from
Christ and hiswork for usuponthecross. Itisnot atimefor great oratory, or personal testimonies. Itisnot atime
of fellowship asin some Agapelovefeast. It isatimewhen everything should stop and the world becomes dead
untothesaint, asevery soul concentrates, meditates, and cel ebratesthe death, burial and triumphal resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ.



Song hasalwayshbeenameansof worshipand praise. Sosaintssing. However, sinceinstrumental music can often
call attention toitself, it isusually absent from the breaking of bread and believers sing without accompani ment.
Since most ordinary hymnals have proved to be impoverished of themes appropriate to worship, andthe Lord’s
Supper, aspecial book of hymnsis oftenused. Itisnottimeto sing rousing gospel songs, itisnot thetimetosing
of the “Faith of our Fathers’ nor the evangelistic and joyous strains of “Bringing in the Sheaves.”

The mechanics of the “breaking of bread” vary. Arguments, debates, and divisions should be unnecessary if it
isrememberedthat thememorial isnot asacrament. Some useone cup othersuseindividual glasses. Practicality,
sanitation, and ceremony are al considered and agreed upon by thosewho partake. ItistheLord we hopetofocus
upon, and not the symbols. Someinsist that the bread be un-leavened, but this reads too much into the historical
record, and turnsthe Lord’ s Supper into afeast of the unleavened bread. Some still use wine, some because of
convictionsabout theuseof al cohol of any kind usegrapejuice. Intimeswhen neither wereavailable, any suitable
beverage may be substituted.

Themeeting ismost simple and most precious. Saintsgather inacircle (where possible) about asimpletablethat
holdthebread and cup. Menled by theHoly Spiritarenot only permitted but encouragedto contributetotheworship
of theL ord by offeringupaPsalm, ahymn, or lifting up aprayer of thanksgiving and gratitude. No ordai ned minister
isnecessary and nooneindividual officiates. Likethe Greekswho cameto Philip, wesay “ Sir, wewoul d see Jesus’
(In. 12:21). Wearelikethe single leper who returned to say “Thank you.” (Lk.17:17)

Any man may stand to read an appropriate text and make comments that might be edifying or beneficial to those
present asthey all seek to remember theLord. After abrief season of such prayer, praise, and ministry of theWord,
someonewill givethanksfor thebread and several menwill ariseto break and distributethat element. Next, another
brother will give thanksfor the cup and it too is passed among the believers.

AstheHoly Spiritistheguidewhowill guideusintoall truththereisusually athread that i nterconnectsthethoughts,
verses, songs. Sometimesthethemeisthe cross, sometimesthe crown. Sometimeshiswords, and sometimeshis
work, but alwayssomethingthat hel psustoremember him. Sometimeswesitinsilent aweasweconsider theawful
agony, sometimeweareamazed at the depth of Christ’ scharity, but aways, weremember him. Thereisno specia
order, but there is order.

Sometimesman getsintheway of theHoly Spirit. Sometimesabrother might offer awordthat isneither insightful
nor edifying. Apart from patiently waiting we must be careful not to seize control of the meeting, lead or lecture.
Instead we must pray, or at timesin aspirit of humility seek to guide and instruct those who may be“out of step”
for themoment. All thingsshould bedoneinloveand charity, seeking to keep the unity of Spirit sowemay truly
say “Weworship Thee.”

Jesus Said “Do this.” Itisasimple request. To al who somehow failed to catch the beauty, importance and
significance we can only wonder at the words of the Master who said in another place, “Why do yecall meLord,
and do not thethingswhich | say.” (LK. 6:46).






Treason 4
“One of you ....shall betray me.” vark 14:18

We know very little about what took place around the table in the upper room. We must attempt to
reconstruct the Passi on seek and the Paschal supper withthefragmentsof insight containedinthegospels.
Theprinciples, spiritual lessons, and quickening power of thewordsbring uslife. Theseatingarraignment
in the upper room, or its location are things we cannot be to certain of. We must speculate.

Christ sent hisdisciples Peter and John to prepare forathe passover. They wereto find aservant with a
jar of water and inquire asto thelocation of the*kataluma’ guest chamber. Thisisthe sameword used
in Luke 2:7 referring to theinn (in which there was no room for him). The story begins and ends with
Christ looking for roomintheinn. Thistimeitisarranged that the disciplesbe given aanavion“aplace
upstairs.”

Thefeast of the unleavened bread came on the 14th day of Nisan. lasted for seven days. It wasonthis
first day (Thursday) that the passover lambwasslain. AsPeter and Johnwent upthestairs- Judas perhaps
went to purchase the Paschal lamb. He held the purse.

Aswecometothisdark culminationof Christ’ searthly ministry, gonearethecrowds, gonearethose who
atethemiraculousfishandloaves. A very small remnant remained. Now just thetwelvegathered around
theMaster. Tothesewould beentrusted asacred mission. They too must “ overcometheworld.” Christ
came now to fulfill al thingsand also to say farewell. AsElijah flew to heaven hismantlefell to Elisha
who prayed for a“double portion” of hisspirit. So now one far greater than that famous prophet was
about to leave alittle school of disciples but not before some important last lessons would be taught in
theupper room. After threeyearsof fellowshipandintimacy, theselast few hourswouldbeprecious. And
although the world was|ocked out we are allowed by virtue of the Holy Book to look insideand sit with
these to whom Christ would entrust the world.

Ashindsight affordsusamore perfect visionwecan gazeondiscipleswholittleknew what lieahead. The
disciples had no idea their leader was about to go to the gallows. They hardly grasped the pregnant
meaning of Christ’ spropheticwords, “ Destroy thistempleandinthreedays, | will raiseitupagain.” The
discipleswere students about to take atest. Just how difficult an exam it was, they were about to learn.
twelvemen, ordinary men, erechosen by providence. What wasabout to happenwould changetheir lives,
what was about to happen would change the world.

Thedisciplethat so greatly confusesand troublesusisJudas. Weknow littleabout him. Hewastheonly
disciple from Judea. All the others were Galileans. Judas must have had the gift of government or
administration. Hehandled themoney and financial affairsof thelittleband. He must have been looked
up to and admired by those within as well as without. He had a place of privilege. He participated in
miracles. Heheld the purse. But wearetold by the sacred pen of divineinspiration that hewasatraitor.
Hewasaso ahypocrite. He held and office of trust. Man looks on the outward appearance, God looks
on the heart. Why would Christ allow such an oneto hold the bag? Why alow athief to sit inside the
inner circle? Thetruthisthereisalittlebit of thief inall of us. Remember Adam and Eve took thefruit
that did not belong to them. We have that same sin nature. Every saint is capable of the most heinous
of sins. Beware and tremble.



Paul speaks of the Lord’ s Supper taking place on the night Jesuswas betrayed. Isit not curiousthat this
sad elementisincludedintheeternal descriptionof that holy night? M ost character studiesignoretheone
whose namelivesininfamy. Sad asthishumanfigureis, the church would dowell to remember thisson
of perdition before we in obedience remember the Son of God.

Paul wroteto the Corinthians* For | havereceived of theLord that whichalso | delivered untoyou, That
the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread...” (1Cor. 11:23) and then, after
describingthat first memorial feast of thenew covenant, concludeswiththeadmonitiontotheparticipants
“wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily shall be guilty of
thebody and blood of theLord.” If anyonewasever guilty of thebody and blood of the Lord it was Judas.
One of the greatest lessons of the upper room wasto learn of the tragedy of one who came so close to
heaven and yet plunged head long into hell.

J.C. Rylewrote of him*“On all the coasts of England thereisnot such abeacon to warn sailorsof danger,
asJudaslscariottowarn Christians.” Itiscloseto astounding to seethelengthsamanmay goinreligious
profession and yet “turn out in the end to be arotten hypocrite.”

Ashisimpatiencegrew and hisdisappointment deepened, hisdarker natureroseup. Hebecamemoreand
morealienated. Thegift of governmentimplied adesireforit. Itisasmall step from desireto ambition.
Careful!  Judas was drawn to Jesus believing he was the Jewish Messiah. He earnestly and ardently
expected victory and success. Andinthat successhefully expected to personally sharein the spoils of
triumph and somehow he recompensed. He was not alone. Had not James and John sought place and
position? Selfish feelingslurk inthe saintliest heart.

The spring-time of the ministry wasahappy time; now it wasautumn. Leavesonce greenwith hope had
now turned brown. The crowdsleft, John the Baptist was beheaded and unavenged. Christ refused and
seemingly missed an opportunity to take the crown. Therewasenmity fromIsrael’ sleaders. Andthere
was ugly talk, yet Christ failed to act. More and more Christ spoke of sacrifice, disaster and death. He
spokeof hisfleshandblood. Peter said, “towhomshall wego?’ Whenaskedif thediscipleswouldfollow
the disappointed crowd. Although Judas was silent, he would wreck his ship upon these rocks.

Judasmay havebeen caught upinthe Jewish“cause.” Then Christ beganto speak of aspiritual kingdom.
Jesus said “blessed are the purein heart, for they shall see God.” Judas' heart was not pure, and Judas
did not see God. Talk of aspiritual kingdom did not impress this man. He counted the money yet had
troublelaying up treasuresin heaven where ledgers are unseen by men. Whether the causewas|srael’s
or hisown, hemistook it for hissalvation. Bewarewhen we set some cause, no matter how high or noble
above Christ. Causes compete with Christ. Not liking the way things were going, Judas would try to
snatch the reins from the very hand of Christ.

Judas saw that the movement was about to foreclose upon his dreams of grandeur. He would not be
bankrupt if he could helpit. Hewould employ persona knowledge and strikeabargain. Hewould trade
his stock in the kingdom and sell his shares on the exchange of self interest. Hewould bargain with the
Sanhedrin and agreeto the price of 30 pieces of silver (Zech. 12) the price of asalve— and with that, he
would sell hissoul.

Haveyou ever been disappointed with God? Has Christianity not profited you asyou hoped? Hasyour



will ever shifted and brokenrankswiththewill of God? Haveyou ever sulked when Godrefusedto answer
your prayer or take your advice, advance your cause, or erect your kingdom? Careful, you arewalking
in the footsteps of the man from Iscariot.

How could one be so close to the light and be so blind? How could onetaste and fail to partake? How
could one so privileged be so perverse? To these questions we can only speculate as to the depths one
might sink should Satan enter one’ sheart. Did Judas|ose hissalvation? One cannot losewhat onenever
had. Andif heever hadit, he would not have given it for all the treasures of Egypt. Had Judas a place
inhisheart for Christ, theevil onewould have never gained entrance. Paul would later write*“that Christ
may dwell inyour heart by faith.” Inanother place Jesustold of theman delivered of thedemonwhofailed
to allow God to take up residency and was reinhabited by spirits worse than the first.

Thereisno sin so heinousthat the best of usisnot capable of committingitintheflesh. Thereisnocrime
too crimson, no stain too black, but into which the careless may stumble should he fail to walk
circumspectly. David never dreamed, in hisworst nightmaresthat he should stoop solow asshedidwhen
he sent Uriah to hisdeath. Christ stunned hisfollowerswith the pronouncement that one of hisdisciples
would betray him. It turned out to be onetheclosest. Oneby onethey asked, “isit|?’ Let nonepresume
aplaceintheinner circlesof Christian power of privilegeinsulatesthemfromthehighvoltageof spiritual
irresponsibility.

Speakingto others, being ableto preach, knowing facts, and being acl ose acquai ntance of Jesusisno proof
of salvation. Judas endured the difficult life of an itinerant ministry, was held in the highest esteem by
his peers (he kept the purse), and played arole (however minor) in miracles, yet hefailed in grace.

History isacted out on astage between eternity past and eternity futureand we at timesare but spectators
and at other timesmust play our part. Theologians, depending ontheir particular school of thought, argue
aboutwhat “must” takeplaceandwhat “may” havebeenwhenit comestothispitiful humanbeing. While
wewill leavefor othersto proveor disproveJudas' destiny and pre-destiny, wewill consider thewarning
of theApostlefor ourselves, “But let aman examinehimself...for hethat eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’ s body” (1Cor. 11:29).

On the one hand, let us not be staggered by the thought of a hypocrite fooling every other disciple, and
on the other hand, let us not forget to examine our own heartsfor thefirst signs of hypocrisy lest wetoo
become sickly and even sleep.

Judas coming from either Karjetan or Kuriut (therefore called Iscariot) appears to be the only disciple
chosenfromJudea. All theothersseemto havebeen Galiean. Any messianicfervor that drovehim must
haveevaporated when Jesusmadeit clear that hismissionwas aspiritual oneand hisdeathwasanecessity.
Judas’ ambitions were dashed when the crowds abandoned Christ after the difficult teachings of John
chapter six. Turning to hisdisciples, Jesus asked the question “will you go away also?”’ Peter’ sanswer
was so moving that we often fail to consider the response of Christ which should send a chill down our
back and cause usto tremble. “Towho shall we go?’ asked Peter “thou hast the words of eternal life.”
(In. 6:69). After thisheartening display of loyalty and devotion, ashadow isspread acrossthefaceof this
sun, “Have not | chosen you twelve, and one of you isadevil?’



Christ spoke of thisman in his private and personal conversationswith the Father noting the lostness of
thissaddest of soul sof who Jesussaidit would havebeenbetter had henever beenborn. Asinall theevents
of Jesus' life an unseen hand of providence wasworking out a Sovereign will, so thistoo was done that
“scripturemight befulfilled” (dn. 17:12). Thelesson of Judasisnot that Judas had no choice, but rather
that we had better be careful inwhat we choose. Providence had written apart for oneto play intherole
of the*sonof perdition.” That Judasfought to play that part, althoughironic, wasthat of hisown choosing.

Althoughit appeared that Judaswasof nobleand highideal s, theholy recordreveal sthetruth, every choice
that seemed to befor Jesuswas, in fact, achoicefor self. While some have suggested that Judas merely
attempted to force Jesusto play hishand, thefact of the matter isthisdisciplewasnever interested in any
causebut hisown. Andif that isindeed the case, thevisible church hasmany sonsof perdition peppering
its pews.

John called Judasa“thief” (dn. 12:6). Hisobservation of the said disciple’ s pretended care for the poor
could well describe many amodern-time minister who has sought to enrich himself while pretending to
servetheinterestsof heaven. Such caseshavebeenwell documented. Thereal heart of Judasisexposed
in the recorded conversation between him and Jesus’ enemies. “What will you giveme?’ (Matt.26:15).
Many men have emptied their pocketsin pawn shopsto feed someawful addiction and would have place
their eternal soul ontheauctionblockif it could commandaprice. But never wasthereamorepitiful sight
that Judasbargainingwiththedevil, never wasthereaworsebusinessarrangement thanthis: Jesus Christ,
exchanged for thirty pieces of silver. Judaswas atool of Satan (Lk. 22:3;Jn 13:2, 27). At what point
herelinquished control we havenoway of knowing. Just when sinful human naturewasfully swallowed
up by the prince of darknessisnot clear, but to know that such ahorror ispossible should cause us pause.
Whenever that happened it waswithout observation for hiscompanions never suspected hewasthe one
the Master wasreferring to when he spoke of treason. Even as heleft the table before the Eucharist was
instituted the others assumed this most trusted disciple was off on some holy errand or act of mercy (Jn.
13:29).

The awful death of this one once so close to Jesus should cause the meek to melt. Thetragic end of the
world’s most famoustraitor isnot theend at al. If hell isin fact aplace of torment (and it is) and men
reap what they sow (and they will), this poor man’s plight is unimaginable.

It isnot an accident that the holy record prefaces a holy rite, the Lord’ s Supper, and act of loyalty and
devotion with the most despicable account of betrayal and treachery. To hypocritically touch our lipsto
thevery symbol of thebody of our L ordistantamount to planting aJudaskissagain onthecheek of Christ.

No wonder the apostle warns those around Christ’s table to “examine” themselves, for hypocrisy isa
dangerousthing. None of usisso pure and so without sin that we should ever deserve Christ, but let us
make sure that the blood of one greater than any Paschal lamb has been applied by faith. Let us make
surewe have bowed beforetheKingin spiritandintruth. Let usabandon all ambitionand fully trust the
onewho callsusto “follow” him. And should we somehow in afit of madness deny our Lord, as Peter
did, the strongest of the twelve, let us quickly run to him alone in whom thereisforgiveness and repent
at hisfeet. And should our dear Savior break our heart with his pointed interrogation, let us search the
heart for the oneimportant thing, asdid Peter. “Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that | love
thee.”



A Power 5

“...for without me ye can do nothing.” John 15:5

Thereisaplace of quiet rest near to the heart of God. Thereisin that same place power and prosperity.
That placeisnot in someupper room, cathedral or catacomb; itisin Christ. Whenwere-enact theevents
of chapter thirteen we remember that Jesusisthe bread (for so he called himself). In chapter fourteen
Jesus described himself asthe “way, thetruth, and thelife,” explaining that he and the Father were one
and the same. In chapter fifteen he taught that hewasthe“vine.” All arefamiliar withitsrich luscious
fruit whichis preciousto drink.

Let usconsider the Vine and learn from it.

TheSimplicity of theVine. Jesuswashisown curriculum. He pointed to himself inamost unusual way.
Study the vine and you will begin to understand the path to spiritual power and prosperity, success and
surviva eveninthisoftenhostileworld. Look atthevine. Y ouwouldbehardpressedtofindamoresimple
or lowly plant in all God'sfieldsor forests. Thereisnot plant as humble.

See the majestic Oak and itstight golden grain. Consider the Maple with its confident star shaped | eaf
anditsgiant bough. SeethePinewhich standslikeaspire of an evergreen cathedral. Seethe Appleand
Orangetree heavy with fruit and alive with color. Look at the Royal Palm tree standing upright assome
proud monarch abovethe hot sands of Palestine. Then consider the proudest of the proud, the Cedar tree
of Lebanon. It stood on the snow capped mountain and its wood was as close to heaven as men could
get, andwasusedinthebuilding of thetemple. Jesusdidnot say, “| amtheCedar,” althoughhehad every
right to do so. No, he instead pointed to another humble species; he pointed to the vine.

L ook at the vine so helplessand so humble. Jesusisthe vine. No wonder the world missed the coming
of God. As he came not as acaptain of the Host, but as a companion of the humble. He claimed not to
bethelofty, butthelowly. (Matt. 11:28; Phil. 2:13). Whilemen competeto become cedars Jesusclaimed
tobethevine. God resiststo proud, but givesgraceto the humble (James 4:6, 1Pet. 5:5). Theproud are
disqualified. Putaway all ambitionandlearntoabide. Thesecret of spiritual greatnessissomehow found
inthisillustrative plant. A vineheld noillusions of grandeur (Ezk.15:3).

The Tenacity of theVine. A vinehaslittleor no strengthinitself. If left aloneit would crawl along the
ground. If avinewould riseabovethedust, if it would drink full thesun, it must belifted up. What avine
doesbest iscling, and becauseit does, it climbs. Enter the vineyard and there you will find stake poles
driveninto the ground upon which thevineclings, and asit clings, it climbs. It risesabovethe earth and
riseshigh. If it clingsto apost of oak it becomes as strong asthe oak. If it clingsto alimestonewall it
isas strong asthe stones. On the other hand, if it attemptsto cling and climb weak and rotting thingsit
trustsitself to weakness. The weak and lowly vine become as strong as the thing it clings to.

For thirty years the Lord Jesus showed us what it was to cling. During his mortal life he clove to the
Father's will. Asivy clingstothewallsof Harvard and Princeton, may wecling to God. All the greats



knew how to cling. Elishaclungto Elijah. Ruth clungto Naomi. Johnleaned on Jesus bosom. Let us
find the will of God and cling to it. Israel should have learned this simple truth from its prophets (Jer.
13:11).

The vine takes the shape and the form of the thing it clingsto. May my will belostinhis. Aswecling
weclimb. Climb asteel girder and let thewind blow. If God givesyou across, clingtoit. If God gives
you aword, clingtoit. If God givesyou apromiseclingtoit. “ Jacob said, “I will not let thee go until
you blessme.” Cling by faithful obedienceto thewill of God. When you cling you climb.

The Capacity of theVine. A vineexiststo producefruit. “yehavenot chosen me, but | have chosenyou,
and ordained you that you go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain...” (Jn. 15:16). Here
iswhat Jesuscalledan* abundantlife.” Anabundant lifeisalifethat producesfruitsof eternal importance,
alifethat has enough for others, and alife that is spiritually empowered.

Thevine, morethanany other fruit bearing plant needshelpfromthefarmer. A farmer must buildthearbor.
Thefarmer must guide or attach thevinetoit. Thenthereistheknife. Yestheknife! All fruit bearing
treesmust be pruned, but none so severely asthevine. I’veseenit done. | thought the husbandman was
tooaggressive, tooreckless, too severewhen he pruned back thebranches. Whenhefinishedwefeltthere
must have been somemistake. All that remained waswhat 1ooked likearoot sticking out of theground
(Isa.53:2). Why doesGodtakeaway? Theanswer isinJohn 15:2. That youmight havemorefruit. Watch
the sculptor, the artist. He startswith asolid block of Marble. How does he create hiswork of art? By
taking away. A little here, alittlethere, and so it growsin subtraction before our eyes, not by adding as
much asby taking away. Commit your lifeto Christ, yieldto hiswill andtrust hispruningknife. Let him
add if hewishes, but also et him freely take away.

TheVeracity of theVine. Never hasso much comefromsolittle. Inthespringit doesnot ook like much,
but come back in October. By then the miraclewill have doneitswork. By then the boughs are heavy
withfruit. Never hasalife produced asmuch asthelifeof Jesus. “I am comethat ye havelife, and have
it more abundantly,” he said. Then listen to him and learn, for he aso said, “without me you can do
nothing.” The grape need not strive nor struggle to be agrape. It needsonly to abide in the vine.

theservant of theL ord must not strive(2Tim. 2:24). they that wait upontheL ord shall renew their strength
(Isa40:31). | am crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20). Christ in you isthe hope of Glory (Cal. 1:27).



Keysto the Upper Room

Conclusion

A key isneeded to openlockedrooms. Thereisakey for thisoneaswell. Thelessonsof the upper room
are ssmpl e because they address common things, things as common asaloaf of bread and acup of wine,
but they are difficult lessons unless taught by the Spirit. 1f we could reproduce the order of every event
around that table, if we could mimicthemost humbleof actsand possessthe* original” basin Christ used
towashthedisciplesfeetitwouldbeonly a“formof godliness, denying thepower thereof.” thereismuch
more taking place in that room than meets the eye.

Somearetempted to search for some secret el ement hidden in the sacred experience of the historic events
that took place there. Our goal is not to capture or reproduce the experience of the upper room, either
intheholy feast orintheholy fire. Christisgreater that the experience. Eventhetruesof the upper room
must not beinterpreted by our or another’ sexperiencefor suchafoundationistooflimsy. Evenif wewere
to witness with our own eyes, Christ stooping to wash his disciple’ s feet, or were we later to watch as
cloventonguesof firefell ontheearly church, wewould not bewisetointerpret spiritual thingswithcarna
organs. We have amore sureword of prophecy. We havethe Bible. By it we are able to evesdrop on
an intimate conversation between God the Father and God the Son. Itisinthis sacred dialog that we
find the tools of discernment and the key with which we may unlock the door to the upper room.

Theministry of theupper room makesup thefinal lessonsof the® Teacher comefrom God.” They afford
usawealth of spiritual knowledgein that they summarizethe plansand purposes of God for the church.
Theministry of the upper room beginswith disciples setting out in obedienceto Christ’ srequest to find
an appropriate place and ends with the after dinner conversation before the Lord entered Gethsememe.
To fully appreciate the depth and dimension of what was said during those last personal moments, the
Master shared with hislittle group of followersin John thirteen, fourteen, fifteen and sixteen we should
turn to chapter seventeen. Itistherethat Jesus conversed with the Father about the truesimparted in the
upper room and thusaffordsaninvaluablecommentary. Itisinthisprayer that wefind thekeysto unlock
the treasures and trues of the upper chamber.

In the upper room anew form of government wasinstituted. In chapter thirteen we learn something of
the position and protocol of Christ’s kingdom. Chapter fourteen speaks of anew kind of other-worldly
peace. Inchapter fifteen Christ talks of apower availableto every citizen of thiskingdom and the place
and posture disciples must assume to experienceit.

“1 have give unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known
surely that | came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. | pray for them: | pray
not for the world, but for them which thou has given me; for they are thine, and all mine are thine, and
thinearemine; and | amglorifiedinthem. And now I amno moreintheworld, but theseareintheworld,
and | cometothee. Holy Father, keep through thine own namethose whom thou hast given me, that they
may be one, aswe are.

Whilel waswiththemintheworld, | kept theminthy name: Thosethat thou gavest mel havekept, and
noneof themislost, but theson of perdition: that the scripturemight befulfilled. Andnow comel tothee;
and thesethings| speak intheworld, that they might havemy joy fulfilled. Andnow I cometo thee; and



thesethings| speak intheworld, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. | have giventhem
thy word; and theworld hath hated them, becausethey arenot of theworld, evenas| am not of theworld.
| pray not that thou shouldest take them out of theworld, but that thou shoul dest keep them fromtheevil.
they arenot of theworld evenas| am not of theworld. Sanctify them throughthy truth; thy wordistruth.
Asthou hast sent me into the world, even so have | also sent them into theworld. And for their sakes|
sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. Neither pray | for these alone, but
for them also which shall believe through their word.” (Jn. 17:8-20)

Thereispower intheword of God. “In the beginning wastheword...” Christ wasthe Word incarnate.
He came to fulfil the word of God. As Christ gave us the word of the Father and lived in complete
obedience to it, so we are to give the word to the world and live by faith in the word. there are many
wonderful lessonstaught intheupper room. After wehavetaken noteof each preciouswordthat fell from
the Master’ slips, we should underline a sentence most precious. “If ye know these thing, happy areye
if yedo them.” (Jn. 13:17).



